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AN INTERVIEW WITH:
Meyer A. Saltz
1127 - 13th Street, Apt. #201
Huntington, West Virginia
(Born 1898)

CONDUCTED BY:
Anne Maxwell

PLACE:
Huntington, West Virginia

DATE:
January 15, 1977

Mr. Meyer Saltz

AM:

Mr. Saltz:

AM:
Mr. Saltz:

Mr. Saltz, you've lived a very busy life and could you tell me
what you were doing in 1929 when the Depression hit?
In 1929, I was in Cleveland and I think I was a sales manager or
supposedly a sales manager, I wouldn't. take the job I was a salesman for the Arnold Wholesale Corporation and then I left them and
started a sales promotion organization of my own in which I started
and I think I was in that for about a year and things got very,very
bad th is was in 28 I th ink 29, and in 29 the crash came and everything just pract ica II y stopped companies who were rated AAA-1 at
that time could not pay their bills therefore you could not ship them
anything because you had to have the money and I finally stopped
that I was living in Cleveland then and things had gotten so bad
that supposedly wealthy people and prominent people at that time
you'd pick up the paper and find so-and - so big executive jumped
out of the 12th story building some of them shot themselves and things
were really really bad at that I think it was during the stock market
crash at that time if you had any kind of a reputation and you were
known, why you ca I led up your broker and you bought 1 , 000 shares
of stock and sometimes you only put up 5% and when the crash came
and they bought on margin they either had to pay or they lost it al I
well not only did they lose because they did not lose very much they
only put up 5 to 100/o. So the brokers went broke, the manufacturers
went broke and it was awful during that time and the country was in
pretty bad shape. See then in '32 I think it was '32 if my recollection
is right Roosevelt was elected and his promise was we'I I take it from
the rich and give it to the poor well there weren't that many rich
people anyhow but then is when the government started going into debt
and they started the WPA program which at the time looked like it
was alright but they didn't know when to stop it and we still have the
heritage of that now. There are people who went on the WPA or the
government Dole project back in the early '30's and they have raised
families and their families their children raised families and we still have
some of them that were never gainfully employed.
And so what were you doing at this time?
Oh, what I was doing at that time? Then I When it was over in 1929
right before the crash. I was manufacturing radio before I started the
sales program but when it got rea I bad I had to close up then I took the
job with the Arnold Wholesale Corporation as a salesman rather than a
sales manager see I was with that and then I went I stayed with it and
recouped a I ittle bit and then started my own sales organization and then
in '32 I got married and then it got bad the banks closed and everything
and I got married Christmas day in '32 so I at that time I was traveling
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and I was more or less of a consultant on production and machinery
and I was married in 132 and it was decided my wife would further
her education and get her master's degree and I would still travel
so that I would not have to start housekeeping because really I
couldn't afford it and then I rented a house on first avenue near
St. Mary's Hospital and I I ived there until I th ink 1936 or 37 or 38
I don't quite recal I and then bought a home on 11th Avenue and
remodeled it and I lived there until about 1945 but that's beyond
where you wont to go now you wonted around the early 30 1s. Now
what did you wont to know?
AM:
Mr. Saltz:
AM:

Mr. Saltz:

AM:
Mr. Saltz:

AM:

Mr. Saltz:

Okay, you come to Huntington in 134 and ?
I really set up housekeeping on 1st Avenue I think in 1934
Okay, what did you notice about Huntington at that time I mean was
it sort of in a sod shape or what?
No, before I come here I used to visit here in the early '20 1 s at that
time it was known as "the Jewel City" it was the city of W. Va. it
was known as the city with the most beautiful women in the United
States, that's the truth and the best dressed and . if you were a traveling
man you'd always want to spend the weekend in Huntington because it
hod the Fredrick Hotel and the Cabell Hotel and they had shows and
dances here and they had an Opera House on where the Bazaar is now
that used to be an Opera House.
I wondered why it had the funny roof.
Because I've I know I came down here in the early 1 20 1s sometimes for
shows there see I didn't live here then but I used to travel through here.
But it was known as a beautiful city friendly people, beautiful people
and especially if you had friends you didn't spend a dull moment here
there used to be eating places I forget the name of it there was a place
in Milton where you used to go for Sunday dinners and the old timers still
remember it now I'm going back 50 some years.
You were telling me the first time you came into W. Va. you had to go
somewhere like Red Jacket could you tell me about that?
Well, the first time I came into W.Va. I had a call to go see some
equipment at Red Jacket and never having been in a place like this
befo.re so I got on the N & W train at Ironton and I went to Red Jacket
I was supposed to meet the man that owned all that coal property and
the mine up there and he supposed to be a mii I ionaire so I got on the
train and he was going to meet me there so I got on the train and when
I got off the train I didn't anybody there but an old man in overalls and
blue shirt (and a peg leg) had a beard and he was chewing tobacco and
the tobacco juice was running down his beard had an old hat on. And
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there was little tin shack not very far owoy. I walked over and I
went in and there was o pool table in there I remember that and I
wonted to inquire but I thought well I'd order a cup of coffee so
the girl come over and wonted to know what I wanted I said a cup
of coffee and she just turned around and yelled one cup of Jove
well I'd never heard that before and boy they brought me o cup of
coffee it tasted like tobacco fuice oh it was strong and I asked her
if she knew whether this gentleman was around I was supposed to
meet him and she soys yes he's standing out there, it was the man
with the peg leg. And in those days they just took o branch and
whittled it out and fit it to their knee cop and that is what they
used for o peg. He was the owner and the wealthy man and he told
me I hod to go up the incline well I'd never been up on incline
before naturally coming from Cleveland why you wouldn't know
anything about that and I got in the car with some others and it
hod seats along the side and it started it out it was one of those
where the load comes down and the empty end pulled up and it
hod the big motor and the break and the reel up on top of the
mountain well you couldn't see the top of the mountain because it
was above the clouds that day well we started up and then the darn
thing started going straight up and I got scored and I laid down in
the bottom of th is thing and I hod o ton coot on and I hod to lay in
the bottom of this car with this coat and I was scored we fina·lly went
through the clouds and boy the sun shone beautifully up there and I
sow what I was supposed to see but I worried about coming down well
I could hove gone down before but I tried to find o way that I could
walk down but there wasn't any way finally I think oh it was about
mid - afternoon I decided I hod to get down and I was scored to death
I went down that incline when I got down I waited on the next train
and I got out I didn't wont to do any business I never wanted to get
bock there but I did come bock and later then I got acquainted. If
you were friendly and nice and the people took a liking to you they
were wonderful people but if they didn't you better stay clean because
they'd shoot you just as soon as they talked with you. But I'd have
to come through here and some of the places you would toke o train
and get off the train and to go where you wanted to go you hod to go
horseback wel I if you were o stronger you went to the livery stable
there were o lot of I ivery stables then and you could rent a horse for
five dol lors but if you were a stronger it cost you ten dol lors because
you'd have to pay five dollars for a guide to go with you and his horse
see .because they wouldn't trust you they didn't know you and you'd have
to o lot of places I know I hod to go up to Coolwood, W. Vo. one
time and it was one of the Rockefeller mines up there and the only way
I could get there over the mountain is horseback otherwise you had to go
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estate man and I told the real estate man I asked him is the man
going to take my house and he says he wants it but he wants to
give you 1,500 dollars less I says well you go to work and tell
him he is right the house isn 1t worth it and don 1 t talk him into
buying it and I'll pay you the commission as though you sold it
he did and he says no he won't give up the option but he stil I
wants to buy it for l, 500 dollars less well about 3 days before
the option would be up and my wife had cried and didn 1 t want
to leave here she says we've never been in California and look
you've worked so hard and you're doing real good here and she
didn't want to leave so I called the real estate man and told him to
offer this man 1,500 dollars and to give up the option and I'll
pay the real estate man the commission but when it came to the day
why he didn't take it. He exercised his option so I was fortunate
I rented a home on l 0th Avenue and I remain here and I build a
warehouse on 22nd Street and I don't know I've had opportunities
to leave here because I semi-retired in '52 and I've been in every
state in the union with the exception of Washington and Oregon
and l 1ve never found that I'd rather live in other than Huntington
I just kinda fell in love with Huntington and l1m still here. Of
course I have a daughter here and two grandchildren but I stil I
never had any desire to live anywhere else because I just fell in love
with it. The people here are nice it 1s a nice place to I ive the town
is nice we can find things we might not like that we can do differently
however it's still better than anyplace I've ever been and especially
my wife loved it very much of course we were pretty well acquainted,
the people here are just as nice as can be I have friends some of the
people are Iike your daddy and mother you don't find people Iike that
everywhere oh you'll find a few here and there but as a whole this is
awfully nice here.
AM:
Mr. Saltz:

Okay, getting back to the thirties how did you feel about Roosevelt?
Well, now you're getting into politics and I get terrible. Because I
voted for Roosevelt the first time, I think I even voted for him the
second time. See, I don 1 t believe in this Republican and Democrat,
because neither one of them are perfect, l1m an Independent voter it 1s
an individual some people just because their daddy was a Republ icon
whether they know anything or not they are Repub Iicon or Democrat
that is not using your own best judgment. See, what was twenty years
ago · is different today now yes Roosevelt had done a lot of good but it
is wrong to say and it's easy to find fault later you know hindsight is
always better than foresight however after his second term the greatest
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thing he could have ever done for the country was to have quit
because truthfully I think Roosevelt began to get senile in his
third term and he was absolutely way out in his fourth. But,
fortunately he held, he was elected not for his greatness or any thing he was elected for the giveaway program. And part of his
ruination was his wife who was a brilliant woman however she could
see no wrong in everything. Of course they were raised with a
silver spoon in their mouth and everything neither one of them had
earned a dime because it was all left to them and there was plenty
there so they were going to give it away well that's contrary to the
American tradition now America had become great not because any - '
body was giving anything it's because the people used their own hard
work they used their own brains they didn't have anybody to go back
to see what somebody else did they knew they had to do it . Now,
when Roosevelt's first term when he started that WPA and he was
going to take it from the rich and give it to the poor some of them
just took him literally and thought that's the way they were going to
live . And there are some of them whose grandchildren are still on
WPA so to speak because they're satisfied with their life they don't
want a whole lot or didn't at that time. However, later in life
they were told they're entitled to everything I'm entitled to and what
I've got but I worked for mine nobody ever gave me anything. And
there is plenty here in this country today if the young people are
willing . I wish if it were all possible I'm an old man now, but there
are not the opportunities there weren't the opportunities then that
there are today. The only difference is then you didn't have as many
things that you go into, people did not know, science had not been
developed like they had in the last 50 years, the world has developed
more in the last 50 years than there has been prior to that in the age
of the world. Now, the more there is developed the more opportunities
there are because they're not depending on what was now if a young
person today didn't have the food stamps and the job corp and al I that
baloney that the government is trying to instrl I in you, you are entitled
to it, you are not entitled to a thing that you don't try to develop
and get yourself and if you know that nobody's going to give you anything you're going to try! But, they're killing that I don't know what
word to use, that incentive because oh hell I'm not gonna do that, and
hell I'll just go up there and sign up for unemployment compensation or
I'm gonna sign up for that. That's very easy but by the same token the
government feel that you are also entitled to two cars just like I am.
You are entitled to this just like I am sure you're entitled to it if you
put effort forth and make it but, yes I don't say that works all over
because there are somepeople that actually need help, but not the
amount of people that are getting it. See there are too many people
that are willing to take what they can get and well beg, borrow, and
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steal and when I was raised, boy, you did anything before you would
take charity now there are cases where there is sickness, people are
crippled, yes, they need help they're entitled to that but we have
too many able - bodied people today who can get a job but they had
a job through politics and through votes and everything and they
through necessity it happened during the war they were getting 150
dollars a week but the war was over the boom was over and now they
could get a job for a 100 dollars a week but they won't take it no!
Hell! I used to get a 150 dollars why should I take 100 that's beneath
their dignity well there isn't anything beneath anybody's dignity unless
they take charity when they don't have to see and our country today is
getting to where it's no disgrace to go get tickets and everything well
what the hell! We have brain power we have will because th is genera tion isn't any different than any other there are things today that can
be developed if you wanta work for it. And sure there are things that
have never been done before there's always been but if nobody tries
it, it never will be done and there the government has killed the in centive see how yes they' 11 go to work and help so and so and so and
so but theywon't help whom they should. Now, heck, I uh! School
they'll waste millions of dollars and there are some people's parents
who cannot afford to send their children to school. Nice families but
it's gotten so it cost them so much and it cost you 3,400 dollars to
send a child to a cheaper school today. Well they can't do it because
they have to keep somebody whose got 14 illegitimate children which
they have because the government gives them so much a child so its
become big business. But if I've got a child and he wants to go to
school I've got to pay for his schooling well I'm paying more taxes
than it would cost to send him to school see so it makes a hardship
on me but it doesn't on the guy that goes up and gets dole and gets
food stamps and is on the jobless payroll and all that baloney. We're
just killing all the incentive for the young people and you can 1 t bring
condemnity on people you can't condemn them because they don't know
any better and the parents won't teach them any better cause to them
it's no disgrace to go down there they' II drive down in a brand new
car to get their food stamps to get their unemployment compensation.
I remember I used to beg people to work for me and they would they
me now we like you Mr. Saltz you've been very good to us we get
more money not working. But it's politics and Roosevelt started all that
and they didn't know when to quit. It's become a way of life.
AM:
Mr. Saltz:

Were you in Huntington when the flood hit in '37?
Yes, I was in Huntington. I was doing alright then and all at once
I was in the flood. I'll show you how the WPA worked. I had two
trucks at that time and the water I had experienced minor floods here
I had 3 floods before that but they were only a foot or two when the
'37 flood hit it really hit hard. And I was I iving at 27th Street and
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they wanted to get paid. Now here we had you in there we let
you sleep there and fed you and when I asked them • • • then we
had to carry water for the bathrooms they didn't want to do it
unless they got paid for it. So you see we'll have some those kind
of people all the time. Now that's something that I know because I
did it. Because I went out on that rowboat and I rowed and I got
bread and I got milk for people because I kind of felt bad here I
was high and dry, had plenty of everything because I always saved
I never bought groceries from day to day I always had a pretty
good larder with shelves in my basement where I had plenty of
groceries and stuff. I didn't want for anything therefore I felt that
I should help people that did want because when I came home the
only thing I lacked was water and I had to walk two blocks to the
water works was up there. I could get good water there because see
I Iived on first avenue and 2 blocks down was the water works.
AM:
Mr. Saltz:

AM:

Mr. Saltz:

bap

So, the flood, you do remember it quite well.
Well, I remember the flood, because the flood, I remember the
mezzanine of the Cabe II Hotel was under water there was not a
store on 4th Avenue or 3rd Avenue that wasn't under water and the
Navy had Ne!!vy patrol boats going up and down and those things did
more damage than they did good because they broke every window
downtown every one of them because those waves just mashed you know
the propellers down there churning water but those patrols boats
patrolled al I the way up the high spot was on I think 12th Street
because before it really all got flooded, between 14th and 11th was
the last place that was covered with water that happens to be a high
spot, but the water first started to come up at Elm then at 20th Street
then downtown because I used to row the boat all the way from 26th
Street because I had to tie it up at the school I think that's Ensign
School but that was in 1937.
Well, Mr. Saltz, these are all the questions I had to ask you . I
appreciate you talking with me.
Okay, well I enjoyed it, honey.

